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MALAMA LEARNING CENTER RECEIVES $50,000 FROM HECO 
 

 HONOLULU (January 25, 2006) – Hawaiian Electric Company today presented 
$50,000 to the Malama Learning Center (MLC) for the Kapolei-based project that, when 
completed, will serve the community through arts, science and environmental education 
with the goal of creating a sustainable, caring community in Kapolei and West Oahu.  
HECO’s contribution will support the development of strategic plans and material 
needed prior to launching a capital campaign to raise an estimated $10 million for the 
construction and operations of the Malama Learning Center.  Construction is anticipated 
to begin in 2008 or sooner. 
 During the brief ceremony today, MLC board and advisory group members were 
encouraged by the early support of local businesses and foundations.  Lori Hoo, director 
of community relations for HECO and member of the MLC advisory group said, “We’re a 
step closer to realizing the vision for the Malama Learning Center as a gathering place 
for the community as well as a living laboratory focused on preserving and fostering 
Hawaii’s natural and cultural resources with the aid of modern technology and best 
practices.”  Among the long-term objectives of the MLC are to instill an ethic of 
conservation in the community and encourage students to pursue careers in 
conservation and sustainable technology, as well as visual and performing arts. 

The plan for the MLC calls for a three-acre site on the Kapolei High School 
campus complete with classrooms, a theatre, dance and art studios, and an outdoor 
amphitheatre.  The MLC will work with partner organizations and businesses from the 
community to offer educational workshops and a conservation program with hands-on 
training in field-based conservation techniques, a specialized conservation library and a 
native plant nursery and ethnobotanical garden.  In keeping with its theme of 
environmental responsibility, the facility will be constructed with recycled and 
sustainable material, be resource efficient (energy and water conservation) and follow 
green and sustainable building practices.  The conceptual design of the MLC was 
developed by local architectural firm, 8 inc, through an international design competition. 

Conceived by Kapolei High School, The Nature Conservancy of Hawaii and the 
Kapolei community, the MLC is based on the fundamental concept of mālama (to take 
care) and sustainability.  The Malama Learning Center is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization established in 2003.  For more information on the MLC, visit 
www.malamalearningcenter.org. 
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